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Integrated Foundation Year Impact Report 2022-23 – (First year of the IFY) 
 
This has been the first, pilot year, of the new Falmouth IFY – The Integrated Foundation 
Year. This is a cohort with a particular demographic, defined by a number of factors: - 
 
• A lower UCAS acceptance expectation than a 3-year BA/BSc, several offered an IFY if not 

meeting this tariff. 
• Offered the opportunity of HE progression (if appropriate) when previously this might 

have been denied due to academic level. 
• Transferred to the IFY pathway following BA/BSc interviews, due to concerns regarding 

skill level/portfolio etc, rather than being offered a place directly onto the 
undergraduate degree. 

• Learners lacking in confidence regarding HE study or unsure of the degree specialism to 
choose. 

 
For multiple students with a disrupted prior education, time out of education or returning to 
education, the IFY offers the opportunity for degree progression, to build creative 
awareness, skills and confidence and to help to provide student surety of their specialist 
degree progression choices. 

Falmouth University started the IFY programme in 2022-23 with 104 students in the system. 
4 students didn’t start their course; 3 students withdrew; and 1 student was transferred 
onto a 3-year BA programme because it was felt they could cope with Level 4 study. The IFY 
programme has just completed this first year in 2023 with 96 students and includes 2 
students intermitting in-year to restart next year/ another 2 possibly intermitting and not 
currently completing. 

The 96 students were split into 4 x specialist pathway groups, each with a module 
leader/lecturer.  Of these 96 students, many were identified as requiring a level of support 
or/also an Individual Learning Plan.  24 of the IFY students - 25% - are now progressing with 
an ILP in place and benefitted greatly from the timely and consistently excellent work of the 
IFY Student Advisor.  

The great majority of students have completed all 5 IFY modules successfully and are now 
progressing directly into their specialist degrees as part of their four-year degree (76 out of 
96 students – 79%). 2 students are progressing elsewhere as they no longer want to study in 
Cornwall, and 15 students are currently resubmitting referred module work (16%) for the 
July deadline, before hopefully progressing.  

In addition, during the year, 11 students submitted ‘change of circumstance’ requests to 
transfer from one degree to another (11%). This was to be expected for a foundation year 
where students have the opportunity to research the breadth of creative disciplines, and so 
these have been agreed and approved. 
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The student feedback through the Staff/Student Liaison Group (SSLG), and anecdotally, has 
been overwhelmingly positive with the only consistent concern relating to the shifting 
timetabling and inconsistent access to suitable teaching spaces. This can be particularly 
impactful on the neurodiverse/ILP students, or those managing anxiety, and so this is 
informing Falmouth’s teaching space access and timetable stability planning for 2023-24.  

As the IFY programme progresses, the IFY cohort is expanding to approximately 200 
students for 2023-24 and Falmouth have now recruited the students and new academic 
staff for 7 pathway groups across the 33 creative degrees with an IFY as we go into the 
2023-24 teaching year. 

Summary: 
79% successful completion at first June assessment board and are progressing into degrees 
16% referred on 1 or 2 modules and hoping to progress after the 2nd August board. 
5 % intermit or withdrawn 

- 25% - 24/96 of the 22-23 IFY students have an ILP.  
- 11% of students made a change of circumstances – ref specialist degree progression 

 
Note: You can see much of the creative activity through the 22-23 year, captured on the IFY 
Instagram Feed: @falmouthIFY 
 
Duncan Cameron  
(Integrated Foundation Year (IFY) Lead) 
 


